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India. He was loud in particular recognition of CHAP. the quality of the officer who attended him. I .^^ don't think I ever met a man so full of the zest of life, and so eager to show it and share it with other people. He looked a trifle older than when he was at Windsor three or four years ago. He talked to me about some recent book of Bishop Boyd Carpenter, which he liked so much that he had it translated into German, and in the evening often read pieces aloud to his ladies while they sat stitching and knitting. I said something of Harnack and of his negative effects. 'Not at all so negative/ he answered, 'since I got him to Berlin/ How much of his undoubted attractiveness is due to the fact of his being the most important man in Europe, who can tell? I had the same sort of feeling about one who was at the moment the most important man in the United States, when I stayed with him at the White House in Washington.
"I thought of you yesterday, when we had a consultation in Grey's room, so well known to
you, about the Baghdad Railway-----, and above all
Parker, who is extraordinarily well posted in that business. He had nearly killed himself in coaching me for my reply to Curfcon a fortnight ago. The result of the deliberations will reach you to-day or to-morrow, and I daresay you will not much like it. The same people and journals who raised, what I always thought, the fatal howl in 1903, will cry out louder than ever, and perhaps with better reason.
"By the way, I came on a bit of Alfred Lyall's last night, which touches on this sort of business, and here it is:e kindness that his son had received inho, for thef executive authority as it should be best political
